 CONTRACTOR BAIRD, FIFTH AV

~ THE JOURNAL SUMMONS WHIC

. Amazed to Find That His

..
-
it

N

. GRINNED. AT JOURNAL ARTIST

\
B

s

‘

.
¥

[

s

&

Day of Reckoning
Is Here.

SEES INDICTMENT AHEAD

Asst. District-Attorney Zear-
ing's Presence Startled
Him.
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NO LONGER A BRUMMEL.

Baird Dispensed with Broadway
Togs and Came to Court
in Black.

But After. That Band Remained
Hot and Frowning Until
the Hearing

Clesed.

Gonttractor William P. Baird.
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The Journal has czrried fts point in behalf of the outraged people of Fifth
avenue, 4

Contractor Baird's abuse of the residents and merchants along the lne of
that wrecked and disfigured thoroughfare has become a matter of legal record.
Baird is in the hands of the law.

The dingy antechamber in Jefferson Market Court eaw a slght yesterday
the llke of which is not known in the annals of tke municipality. The delin-
quent contractor, who, with the admitted sanction pf the Commissioner of
-Pﬁbﬂc Works, has kept a great thoroughfare in the greatest city of this con-
tinent in a stats of chaos and upheaval for weeks, which in the fulness of his
neglett lengthenod Into months, stood there to 211 intents and purposas a pris-
pner, to answer for ihe wrong he has done to taxpayers and cltizens—the stop-
page to businesss and the mensce to public health,

FPlaces Are Changed.

The merchants whom in his effrontery and in his faith in hiz “pull" he has
thus wronged were there facing Nim as part and parcel of the publie ‘which, in
the person of Justice, has called this offender to the ber.

For months they were suppliants, begging for relief from - the Imposition
Balrd had placed on them. But he waa deaf to their pleading.

Yesterday the scone was changed' The sovereign people have something to
siy diter all, and Balrd looked as if he had learned it.

Fe, gnd those who encouraged him In his abuge of the privileges his con-
tract afforded him, may thank the Journal for teaching the people of Fifth
avenue that they need not be trodden upon unless they willed It so,

They have learncd the lesson well In the court ehamber, arrayed against
Baird, were reputable merchants of Fifth avenue who & month ago were com-
plaining bitterly but i{dly, end dolng nothing because they saw no hope,

Festerday the result of the Journal's work was made plain, The Journal's
couneel], Mr. Fellx H. Levy, of Einsteln & Townsend, was there, to urge and
conduct the gh:lrge brought agalnst Baird by Merchant Adolphe L, Audrain,
of No. 261 Fifth avenue.

Baird at the Bar,

But that was not all. What made plain to Contractor Raird that he was

. not dealing now with the feeble complaints of helpless individuals, hut with a

tq:ee'grenter than all his backing in the clty administration) was the presence
of Asslstant District-Attorney Charles W. Zearing, who collaborated with
Counselior Levy i presenting the case, and made as the hearing went on care-
ful minutes of the testimony. Baird and his lawyer, too, knew what that
meant. It was that the District-Atiorney’s office, convinced that the case

' agalnst Baird as presented in the Journal was of sufficlent strength to make it

'|.l_

probable he would be held to await the action of the Grand Jury—a belle?
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w‘hfl:h the people of Fifth avenue, with one eredulous exception, cherish to the

‘bottom of thelr heArts,
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But even that was not 2l of the picture which the old antechamber saw.

In Magistrate Hedges's
court , yesterday the

o D

POILER. BROUG

Journal  waged its
crusade in  behalt
of Fifth avenue tax-
DaLers.

Scene in the Jefferson Market Pofice Court Yesterday: Coflis ah_d_Baird Present to Answer to the Demand Made by the Journal

There was something more singular, mgre phénomenal, moré eloquent than
&ll the rest, !

Tt swas the sight of a Commissioner of Public Works, summoned as & wit-
ness for the nffended people, taking his stand at the siide of a contractor ac-
cused ‘of violating his contract, a contractor to whom he himself had written
this letter of rebuke, this mandate to obey the law:

Deépartment of Publle Works,
Sept. 24, 1807,

The Mayor and myself this moming went oyer the work yon pre performing
unider your contract for laying weter mains In Fifth avenue, and we arve uot at
all gatisfled with the progress you are making.

On the 1st Inst. you addressed a letter fo the Mayor In which you =aid you
were satisfied to put on more men whenever there was an oppertunity to do so. It
"mppears to us that there is no reason In the world why more men shonld not be put
to work ¢n the west side of the avenme, from Thirty-first to Thirty-fourth street.
The pipe |s there ready to be lald, and j8 an obstruction to traffic‘and a nifsance
to the resldents. .

Nor do we see nny teason why you should not bhe at work between Thirty-fifth
and l“ons-se-c_ond streets, nnless yon are delayed by lack of pipe.

Unléss within the next forty-slght bours a larger force of men I8 employed and
more progress made, T shall be compellied to take mieans to vigoronsly enforce ihe
proyisious of the contract. CHARLES H. P, COLLIB,

Commisaloner of Ppblle Works.

To W. B. Baird, 330 East Sixty-third street.

This letier, now entered by the Journal upon the records of the court, was
published in this newspaper a week ago last Saturday. It was the outcome
of the Journal's efforts to redeem Fifth avenue.

With a copy of this letter, which in conformity to the conrt’s subpoéna he
had brought, in his inside pocket, Collls deliberately tock up the czuse of the

H - LANDED BAIRD IN JEFFERSON MARKET.
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CONTRACTOR BARD'S POCKETFUL OF

oUMMONSES.
COLLIS'S BACK SMARTS UNDER STRONGS LASHING,

The complainant in this case was
secured by the Journal, and

Ponin o 17 8-, L 3T,

CIFY WAGISTRAYER COURY, SBCOND. DISTRICY,

=  Fo'196 Siztd Avauoe

-
QITT AND COUNTY
oF XEW YORE. Y

The People of the State of New Yotk

on fis affidavic Magistrate
Wentworth issued the sum=
mon&l

(BUMMONS,

The ordinary ‘court process
server had failed to find the

Cirr Maowtaares’ Couar, No, 125 Sixth Avenpe, in the City of New York,
the. of 2l _day of . Felolless 457

of thai day, to answer & complalnt 3gainss you wade by, @

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to sppeny befors me at the Szeoxp Distmior

m. : o'clopk in the.

[— contractor, so the duty of
serving the summons Was
given to a dJournal reporter.
He caught Mr. Baird at his
father's home, No. 49 West

Sixty-sixth street, fifteen

5 :
WITAFSS my hand and scol his.. .20._.,..-143 ofi

minutes after midnight Satur-
dau morning.

There was  no mistaking Mr.

Form No. 177 B—C. R. 3437. (Summons) Clty Mazistrates' Court, Second District, No. 125 Sixth Avem_i'a..Clty and

=y Comnty of New York, §s: o

The People of the State of New York to William P. Baird, Greeting: You are hereby summoned to appear be-
‘fore me at the Second Distriot City Magistrates’ Court, No. 125 Sixth Avenue, In. the City of New Tork, on
of that day,

Baturday, the id day ef Ootober, 1807, at ten o'cluck in the fore

Baird's identity, and when he
realized that he hiad been run
to earth he readifly accepted

to mnswer to a complaint

. sgainst you made by Adolphe L. Audrain, Withess my hand and seel this 30th day of Septeniber, 1867,

& 4 b »

of

= e | THOS. F. WENTWORTH, City Magistrate, ' - service of the S_Umlﬂ'ﬁnQ

man 'to whom, gpurred by the Journal and Mayor S'trong,-he had addressed it.
The Commissionsr of Publlc Works was Baird's asgsociate counsel, In the

hearing, helplng out with suggestions, holding whispered consultation with the -

prisoner and the lawyer who wabs of record as Hig attorney in the pase. -

Nor Is that all, At the elbows of the trio sat Chief Engineer Birdsall, of
Collis’s: department, the man who, Mayor St.ramj' says In his loyel attempt to
shield the Commissioner whom he appolnted, i3 really the responsible person
in the premisss, if, Indeed, any blame for the Fifth avenue outrage le any-
where.

1t was a wondrous sight, a sight a citizen will not see again In a lfetime.

) But it i8 not strange that It was'so, for Collis, as the Journal has sald,
stands alzo tpon his dafence In this case. The people are after him. There
was a man named Tweed. Balrd is, when all s told, merely an Immediate
Ineident,

PRELIMINARIES OF THE HEARING s
BEFORE MAGISTRATE JOB E. HEDGES,

Contractor Baird Lost His Jauntiness, .and Was Worried Whan
He Saw the Array of Witnesses
Against Him.

When the hurly-hurly of the afternoon court session was over Maglsirate Hedges
made his way to Chambers. i

All thyough the afternoon witnesses, counsel and friends of the complainant and
defendant hnd been straggling into eourt, They were a lttle army. The court
offlcers had sifted from the crowd, which had gathered to hear the story ef Baird's
offence told in court, those persons who bore an actual part In the proceedings
and had directed them to guther 1o the slde room. Coupsellor Levy and Asslstant
District-Attorney Zearing werg lmozg the first to arrive, accompanled by an asslst.
ant from Hinstein & Townsend's Office, and stenographers to miake minutes of the
examinntion, ;

There were the Journal reporters, who have borse a hand In making Mayor Strong
compel Qommissloner Collls make Contractor Balrd do his duty and begin to llve up
to his contract. There were photographers, who have, from tlme to time, made
pletures of the scene of ruln aod desolation on Fifth avenue.

There were the Fifth avenus merchants, proprietors or managers of the big stores
whase business hos been kept at a standstill by Baird's delay.

It was paly o few minutes before the bour when Contractor Balrd made his way
through the whispering throtg at the doors and took his place in the even greater
ecrowd which filled the Chambers, His counsel, J. Woolsey Sheppard, walked by

his slde,
Baird Not So Natty.

Balrd hag lost all the nattinesy which marked ‘his sppearapce on the day when
the Jonrnal sticceeded In getting him to court. He was dressed In black. He no lon-
ger expressed gayety. His Pall overcont, Ils ‘hat, his ernvat and his looks were of
one value of darkuess. Hlis face was flushed and anxlous. He balted when upon en-
tering the doorway he first saw the array: of wlinesses agalnst him,

He geanned the faces of the Fifth’ avenue storekespers, as If to enumerste those
to whose petitlong for rellef he had returned—nothing, I

Retreating to the sheltér of the door, which hag swuang open, he held lopg and
earnest copsultation with his lawyer, Looking up from this, he saw ut the other side
of the room an artlst, who'was making & study of him for the Journnl. A grim
smile overspread Balrd's face, end ag he suw the artlst hasten to scruteh off a side
remarlk of the changed face, he laughed broadiy.

That was the first and about the last and only real laughing that Baled did in
the thrbe hours and a half sesslon which followed. y 3 -

When Maglstrate Hedges cawe Intg the room with the court stenographer to be-
gin the héarlng, which hafl heen adojurned from ltg lntroductory appeatrance on Satur-
day last, the conttactor had taken up hia position beside the bly safe, which stood in
one gorner of the room, just behind the suat oecupled by Lawyer Bhepurd, Frim this
place he ecarcely budged during the wholée proceeding, but studied intently
the faces of Judge, counsel and witnesses, and leaned forydrd at Intervals to eateh
bits of the testimouy, to examine the photographle exhibits, or to whisper with Collls
and his conmscl \ d

When the Magistrate called his court to order there were not chairs enongh to ac-
commadate hnlf the persons counected with the case.

As they wers arranging the records nnd exhibits Adolph L. Audrain entered.
Mr. Audrain I8 o rosy-cheeked, prosperons-looking man of forty. He wears o high

nat and frock gult, and moves with business-ljke alertness. Balrd geanned him'cave-

fully #s he moved to hig seat besidé the counsel,
i Coart In Opened,
“Now, gentlemen,"” -sald the Maglstrate, “are you ready to go on with this mat.
ter?"” 1 \ ok
The coupsel nodded. Attorney ‘Levy called notice of the Court to the presence of
Asalsiant Distriet-Attorney Zearing, who when recognized by the Maglstrate, said; “I-
u;:]s m'este:nt at ‘this -hg‘urg: , Your Hcmnr.hy Instruction of the Mistrict-Attorney,
who, thinking 1t lkely thAf this miatter might later on be tornwd over for his con-
s!ﬂgmtio‘:'lj.i '32@::3“3(:““ '_n'dmv;mhla to have n representative present to beeome cogils
‘zant of #1l the faets in | cuge” 1o . i
Bl '“t'h‘-"ﬁ“;fa?:““xi‘%# O o AT and/tha piaple ot
W 18 LT, er, it W 1 - At the e
§iitn “venna wesd 1n earest Phgs the preliminaries ended. ;
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